Court Appointed Special Advocates
of the 20th Judicial District
2008-2009 Annual Report

P P

Mission: To provide a voice in court for and on behalf of abused and neglected children who
might otherwise have no voice for placement in a safe and permanent home.

The CASA 20th Impact

53 dedicated volunteer advocates

80 cases served
1 3] abused & neglected children helped

Children served by county:
Faulkner County - 89
Van Buren County - 40
Searcy County - 2

37 cases were closed with 56 children placed as
follows:

Reunification - 36

Relative Placement - 7

Non-Relative Adoption - 5

Guardian Placement - 3

Aged Out of the System - 2

Relative Adoption - 2

Other - 1

This year 175 children were in foster care in
the 20th Judicial District. 30 have been in
foster care for more than 2 years.

The Advocates Role

CASA 20th serves abused & neglected children by
recruiting, screening & training ordinary citizens to
become volunteer advocates. Each advocate is
responsible for providing a consistent presence in
the child's life through regular visitation & commu-
nication. Additionally the advocate interviews
anyone who has any involvement in the child’s
life, including parents, siblings, relatives, teachers,
doctors, pastors, baby sitters & neighbors. This
investigative work allows the advocate to present
a written report to the judge at each hearing that
outlines the family strengths, concerns for the
child’s wellbeing, requests for services, recom-
mendations for permanent placement and most
importantly any wishes the child would like to
share with the judge.

13.3% of all foster children remain in
care for more than three years, only

5.5% of children with a CASA
advocate stay there this long.

Financial Overview

Income
Gross Income = $189,755.43

Contributions 8%

\

Federal Grants 16%

Special
Events
42%

State
Grants 26%

) \Privon‘e/CorporoTe
Federated Funds 3% Grants 5%

Staff Development 2%

Expenses
Total Expenses = $167,973.08

Fundraising Expenses 5%

Program

Operations
Expenses 36%

24%

Administrative 33%






